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FADE TO GREY A sophisticated palette
gives a fresh update to a Yorkshire home

A WARM WELCOME Careful planning
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chocolate-box cottage in the New Forest
FULL OF CHARM A couple has restored
a 17th-century cottage in Norfolk with period
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FRESH START It wasall about creating a
feeling of openness in this Yorkshire bungalow
PAST & PRESENT Classic furniture and
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quirky artwork in this family home in Kent
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BACK TO OUR ROOTS Former
townies find rural bliss in a 19205 home 1n
Peterborough that's ideal for family living

A BREATH OF FRESH AIR Bold
textiles, beautiful oil paintings and timeless
ant lqlJE 'F'L'l. r'l'il."il'.l'i ﬂgﬁ- PCF'FECTI}' COMm P[Cl'ﬂ'l'_' nt
this period farmhouse in Berkshire
GOOD TO BE BACK A farm building
in the Scottish countryside proved the ideal
place for this couple to bring up their children
TWO BECOME ONE Reworking the
]i.]':l."-l:lut i.'l:l'l-l:i. "PCI:ITH'JE r]'ll: L'ICI.._.D'T ]'lﬂFn bmught
this Lincolnshire cottage back to life
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A mixture of pieces
from around the
world creates
one-of-a-kind style
in this contemporary
apartment {page 81).
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HALL
Glass balustrades keep
this space and the
landing light and open.
Walls painted in Slipper
Satin estate emulsion,
£43.50 per 2.5 litres,
Farrow & Ball,. Find a range
of graphic rugs at Heal's,
from £400

HOME TRUTHS

THE PROPERTY
Detached house
LOCATION

Berkshire

ROOMS Hall, sitting room,

kitchen-diner, study, utility room,

cloakroom, play room, four
bedrooms (two en suite),

two bathrooms
PURCHASED 2008
PREVIOUS PROPERTY
‘Before maving here, we lived in
a house in Newbury, says Kate.
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Kate Cc}nper and husband Andy revarnped thew h'ﬁﬂed 2
. piggledy home, creating open-plan spaces and relaxing corners. ==

FEATURE DILLY ORME | PHOTOGRAPHY DAVID PARMITER
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DINING AREA
Kate and Andy sacrificed a formal dining room
and created an open-plan space that features
atable and chairs and a cosy seating area.
Skovby SM 38 dining table in oak white oil/white
laminate, £1,619, Taskers of Accrington. Vienna
Chairs, £180 each, Benchmark Furniture

KITCHEN-DINER
“This room is positioned in the centre of the
house and when I'm standing at the island
unit it feels like I'm at the helm of a ship,
able to keep an eye on the family in the
surrounding spaces,’ says Kate.
Bespoke kitchen cabinetry, from £45,000;

Silestone Blanco Norte 12zmm leather finish
worktops, from £2255q m; Mercury 1200 range
cooker, £3,995; cooker hood, £1,295, all Ben
Heath. Matural cak parquet herringbone flooring,
from £50s5q m, Broadleaf Timber. Imo bar stools,
£306 each, Pinch Design. Artek A2305 golden

bell pendant lights, £337 each, Skandium

1970s CONVERSION

BEST BUY ‘The wooden breakfast bar stools are by Russell Pinch, made as
a prototype for Benchmark. I bought them in its warehouse sale for a bargain’

hen Kate Cooper

Wwas on maternity

leave with her

11:1.?1.-'|:rttrrn SOT1, SCII'I'.I._
it became very apparent that the
family really needed room to grow.
Kate was toying with what would have
been a disruptive extension in the
townhouse she was living in with her
husband, Andy, their two-year-old
daughter, Penny, and baby Sam. Then
a chance meeting with an estate agent
set her on a different path.

'Initially this house was described
as being 1970s and needing a lot of
work,” says Kate. "But I was intrigued
and popped to see it without telling
Andy. When I saw the site, | realised it
'I'.TI'FETI'.."I:I. m IJCI'I more Pﬂtf]'lt:i:l] t1‘t:111 our
current house. It was an ample size,
but the orientation didn't feel right
I IL'.I"IPI."l'_"l."'l'_'T. |.'|'.|.'I'_"|:"|'_1 Was F]-L'I'It}-' E}F."i-l:l'.'.llpf 'El'.'.lr
development. For example, the front,
south-facing garden was not being

utilised due to a drive cutting across it
But taking on the challenge proved
successful. ‘It was definitely the right
move,’ says Kate. “The house has
grown with us. When we moved in
Penny, now 12, was a toddler, Sam,
now 10, a baby and Rosie, now 6, not
even born. She ended up toddling her
way through what became a building
project, five years after moving in.’
Kate, who is director of
architectural practice Absolute
Architecture, and Andy wanted the
house to work as a relaxed home,
where they didn’t need to be too
precious and the children could use
all areas. "Our idea was to have big,
light, open and social spaces with no
barriers, but also some private spaces
to retreat to,” explains Kate. "We did
originally plan the layout so that we
could install glazed screens between
t]_.l.L‘ ['l:l.[l .']."C[ ]:'.'.itl:hf_'l'l. Ij'l.'l.t Wi IU"-":: t]._“:
openness. The house is in such a
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DESIGN TIP ‘Keep an overall palette fairly consistent and use accessories to
highlight and contrast. You can always change or move pieces if you get bored’
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private location that we didn’t need
the usual formalities of a hall either.
[ think the openness and double-height
entrance space are unique, bringing in
plenty of light and allowing us to give
the house an overall contemporary
I.L-.I'-I:l]l.'. It 11:]5 ﬂl.‘iﬂ Wi rl'.':-l:l:[ A5 3 g'l‘f.‘:lt "n'-":T".-'
to connect the house to the garden’’
Aswell as maximising space and
light, Kate factored in sustainability
upgrades into the overall design. “We
insulated the house externally and it
makes an amazing difference to the
comfort level,’ she explains. “We then
kept things simple with the decor.
The small details became really
.signiﬁc.:mt - 1ig11t switches and
radiators are all prominent visually, so
we wanted to get those right. A big
success was the lighting control system
in our open-plan areas. It’s brilliant to
have all the lights set at the push of a
button. Our huge coat cupboard was
ﬂ].:"i-{_'.l e | gﬂﬂd 'i-l..'.i.-l::] we I']:I"ﬂ: | W]TD[C “":II]
of shoe and bag shelves. The big lesson
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much and take your time to get what
you want. We've taken 10 years in total
to finish the project but we've done it
ara ['CI:].:‘[L"I:I. pdce, A5 ﬂl'.l.-l:l. "r'u"].'lL‘I'.I. Wil -I':ﬂ:l'.l..1

Kate loves the simplicity of
Scandinavian design, in particular the
sense of craftsmanship. So she has
stuck to a simple palette and filled the
house with things she has collected
over the years. ‘Some are new, some
junk shop finds and some pieces passed
down from my Welsh grandparents.”
she explains. ‘T like the sense of history
and quirkiness that these things add.

'T love lots of domestic 1950s
architecture,” she continues, ‘including
Scandinavian and British, for its use of
natural materials and intention to
create houses that really work. We
have added a few glamorous touches
for a bit of fun but tried not
to be too consciously on trend.
Ultimartely, we want this house o
remain a timeless classic” &

FOR STOCKISTS GO TO WHERE TO BUY

SITTING ROOM
Vintage furniture and a collection of
colourful ceramics give this area a retro look.
FBz double-sided woodburning stove, £2,280,
Firebelly Stoves. Flos glo-ball pendant light,
£321, Heal's. The Lars accent chair in Diego
Grey, £399, Made.com, would also suit this setting

ROSIE'S BEDROOM
A bunk bed with a cupboard and drawers
underneath offers invaluable storage.
Similar Stompa bed, £1,049, John Lewis

BEATHROOM

“This space is a relaxing retreat, where | can
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enjoy some quiet time,’ says Kate.
Moleanos beige honed limestone
tiles, £47.995q m, Mandarin Stone

MASTER BEDROOM
Soft greys create a serene scheme.
Tight Space Storage king-size bed, £970, Loaf
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